Delayed hypoglossal palsy following occipital condyle fracture--case report.
Occipital condyle fractures are rare. When present, they produce lower cranial palsies and/or brainstem dysfunction. A 32 year old man sustained multiple injuries. At the time of admission the patient had no neurological deficits. Three weeks after the accident, the patient complained of slurring of speech. Clinical examination revealed an isolated hypoglossal palsy. Radiological evaluation revealed an occipital condyle fracture. The patient was treated with a rigid collar. Eighteen months after the injury, the patient noted slight improvement in his speech. However, clinical examination showed a persistent hypoglosssal palsy. Occipital condyle fractures are rare. They may be associated with lower cranial nerve palsies. As demonstrated by this case, this entity should be included in the differential diagnosis of hypoglossal palsy. Since occipital condyle fractures can exist without neurological deficits, special attention should be paid to imaging of the craniovertebral junction in patients with head injury.